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EDITOR'S NOTES 
Merry Xmas ana a 


lump of coal in your stocking! 


A friend said that one of the 
functions of an editor is to be 
controversial, and Hugh Howie's 
essay on editorship suggests taking 
a look at the flip side of editing a 
QL newsletter in North America. 


For some years there have been a 
maximum of 3 "Magazines" dedicated 
in whole or part to the QI. This 
modest journal, UPDATE Maga- 
zine, and IQLR. For proof, see 
Mike Jonas's review of XCHANGES. 


The life of a volunteer editor is 
generally about two years. Then 
the strain gets to him/her апа 
people start thinking he is a few 
bits short ог a byte. 


Frank Davis is into his third year 
at UPDATE, Bob Dyl started IQLR 
with the understanding that Һе 
would give it two years, and this 
editor has been at it for five years 
in one form or another. 


So what wil happen come June? 
Are there any takers for any of the 
magazines mentioned? Ог will we all 
have to spring £41 for QL World? 


There is good news. Since last 
putting finger to keyboard for this 
column the editor notes that 
Sterling has gone: from $2.01 to 


$1.53. Any one want to buy a Gold 

Card? 
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The NESQLUG NEWS is the Journal 
of the New England Sinclair QL User 
Group. It is published bi-monthly. 


Annual membership is $10.00 (stu- 
dents $5.00) in North America. The 
rest of the world - $15.00 air mail. 


We meet monthly on the first Sat- 
urday of odd-numbered months and 
the first Sunday of even numbered 
months. If that's a holiday weekend, 
we meet the following weekend. 


NEXT MEETING 


NESQLUG meets from 11:00 pm to 
4:00 pm, Saturday, November 14, at 
the home of Peter Hale and Wendi 
Wolffe, 168 Bellingham St., Chelsea 
MA. See directions page 2. 


There wil be no Special Interest 
meeting in December due to the 
pressure of the holidays. ` 


Our exchange policy is simple: we- 
send-you-ours-if-you-send-us-yours 
(WSYOIYSUY) and you have 
something to say about the QL. 


NEW ADDRESS Please 
forward exchange issues to Mike 
Jonas, 15 Fenno St. #1, Cambridge 
MA 02138. 


Unless copywritien by the author, 
articles/listings are in the public 
domain. Attribution is requested. 


phone 
(508) 785-1880 
(508) 362-5322 


(401) 438-0929 
(617) 889-0830 
(617) 876-7251 
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THE NOVEMBER MEETING AGENDA 
by Will Horton 


The November meeting will be 
hosted at the home of Peter Hale in 
Chelsea. MA. Directions follow. 


The meeting will begin sharply at u 


11:00 am on Saturday, November 14. 


This meeting will focus on the IFE 
Library titles that were handed out 
at the last meeting. Your program 
director hopes that you have all 
reviewed your disk before the 
meeting. It would nice to have as 
much participation as time allows. 


Ideas for a possible group software 
effort wil be discussed for any 
members that would like to get 
involved with such a project. This 
would be a great opportunity to 
brush up on your SuperBASIC. So 
think of something you would like 
to work on. 


Gary Norton will demonstrate Printer 
Master, and if time allows, I wish to 
demonstrate some new software 
written for the pointer environment. 


I hope to see everyone at the next 
meeting. 


DIRECTIONS 
to 168 Bellingham Street, Chelsea MA 
(1-617) 889-0830 
From the South: 
Take Route 1 North over the 
Tobin/Mystic River Bridge. Yoy wil) 


be ọn the lower deck of ihe bridge, 
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When you get into the open, there a 
sweeping S curve. Take the 
WEBSTER AVE, CHELSEA exit. 


At the bottom of the ramp, turn 
right onto Webster. (See From 
Webster Ave below.) 


From the North: 

Take Route 1 South to Route 16 
West. The sign says 16 to 93 and 
EVERETT/SOMERVILLE. (There is no 
Route 16 East.) It is the first exit 
after the Route 60 exit. 


Move quickly to the left lane on 
Route 16 to prepare for a left turn 
at the lights. This is Webster Ave. 


From Webster Ave: 
Follow Webster past Parkway Plaza 
(on the left), to a stop/go light 


(Broadway), through a blinking red 


(Spencer), then a block to the end. 
This is Eastern Ave., a major road. 
Turn right. 


Follow Eastern (dead straight) 0.6 
miles until you see a large sign on 
the right: 100 Great Northern Mfg. 
Corp. 


The road just beyond is Bellingham 
and a blue sign with a white H. 


Turn right at Bellingham. 168 is the 
2nd house on the right up the hill. 


From the East/West: 

Take Route 16 to/from Revere. When 
you are near the Route 1 inter-' 
change, you are almost there. 


Look for Route 107. It is the first 
exit EAST of the Route 1 exit. The 
sign says Broadway Chelsea. 


Go 0.1 mile then bear left before the 
Exxon staiion. Follow Eastern Ave. 
(which is dead straight) 0.9 miles 
unti you see a large sign on the 
right: 100 Great Northern Mfg. Corp. 


Turn right at Bellingham. 168 is the 
2nd house on the right up the hill. 
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DIRECTOR'S NOTES 
by Ernie Wider 


First, and most important, I want to 
thank the members for electing me 
as the Director of the most 
prestigious and forward thinking 
computer group in the world. 


I was always filed with awe at the 
meetings by the talent, experience 
and dedication that the members 
have. I also was impressed by the 
tolerance you collectively had for 
those less experienced and know- 
ledgeable than yourselves. I only 
hope you remain as tolerant of your 
new director. 


In view of the above, we hope to 
make the meetings more proactive 
by getting al the members to 
contribute and be heard at the 
meetings. The first of which is to 
synopsize and evaluate the disks in 
our library, both in written and 
verbal form. This is only the 
beginning! It is my belief that like 
the south, the QL will rise again. I 
don't mean this in jest, I firmly 
believe it! If you've worked with 
MS-DOS5, you may have noticed the 
Similarities in that version with 
QDOS. 


There is a lot going on in the 
computer world and the only way 
anyone can keep up with it is 
through groups like ours. By 
showing interest, no matter how 
small, our group can remain on the 
leading edge of technology as well 
as inspiring new developments. 


I didn't mean for my first letter to 
be a sermon and will try to do 
better next time. See you at 
Peter's on Saturday. 


BLACK BOX NOTES 
by Peter Hale 


Ernie may not be so far from the 
truth about Q-DOS taking over. 
IQLR reports іп a BBS download 
that two Russians are proposing a 
680410 based platform to run a 
number of operating systems, the 
first of which is to be Q-DOS. 
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XCHANGE NEWSLETTER 
i REVIEWS 
by Mike Jonas, Exchange Librarian 


Here is a list of newsletters that I 
have. If anyone is interested in 
any issue, let me know and I will 
bring it to the next meeting. 


“CATS Newsletter" - Capital Area 
Timex/Sinclair Users Group. (2/92 to 
9/92) 

Description: Covers all Sinclair 
computers. 

Articles of Interest; NONE 


“QUASAR” - Das Magazin des 
Sinclair QL User Club. (#25-2/90, 
#27-12/91, #28-3/92 to #30-9/92) 
Description: Quarterly German 
newsletter that extensively covers 
the QL. 

Articles of Interest: (all in 
German, but very meaty) 


"NITE-TIME NEWS" - Chicago Area 
Timex Users Group. (5/90 to 4/92) 
Description: Covers all Sinclair 
computers. 
Articles of Interest: 
Issue 11-12/91: Program called 
"S-Copy 1.06" is а sector 
copying program for (floppies 
written in BASIC. 
Issue 19-10/91: Program called 
“TRA_BAS 1.2" is a translation 
utility to map any key combina- 
tions to other key combinations. 
Many others... 


"THE PLOTTER” - Clackamas Com- 
puter Applied Training Society. 
(8/91 to 5/92) (missing 12/91) 
Description: TS1000/TS2068 pub- 
lication | 
Articles of Interest: NONE 


"FDD Newsletter" (7/91 to 3/92, 


missing 1/92) 
Description: 
lication 

Articles of Interest: NONE 


TS1000/TS2068 pub 


"KATS Computer News" - Kansas 
Area Timex Sinclair Users Group. 
(11-12/89) 
Description: TS1000/TS2068 publica- 
tion 
Articles of Interest: NONE 
(presumed dead) 
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"LISTing Newsletter" - Long Island 
Sinclair/Timex Users Group. (1/92, 
3/92, 4/92) | 
Description: Covers Sinclair com- 
puters used in amateur radio. 
Articles of Interest: 
Issue 3/92: (same one as in 
QZX below) 
Article called "QL Fixes" talks 
extensively on how to overhaul 
a QL to fix some of its flaws 
Cont next page 
‘(found in a lot of the earlier QL 
models). 


"QZX" (1/91, 12/91-4/92) 
Description: Covers amateur radio 
Sinclair computers. 
Articles of Interest: 
Issue 12/91: Article called "QL 
Fixes" talks extensively on how 


to overhaul QL to fix some of . 
its flaws (found in a lot of the 


earlier QL models). 


"ZXir QLive Alive" - Timex/Sinclair 
North American Users Group. 
(Summer 91 to Spring 92) 
Description: Covers all Sinclair 
computers. 


Articles of Interest: 
Issue Winter 1991: Program 
called "Directory-To-Printer", 
does what the name suggests, 
giving you a listing of a 
directory's content. 


"The Hacker" - Timex/Sinclair Users 

Group of Las Vegas. (12/90 to 1/91) 
Description: Covered all Sinclair 
computers as well as IBM's. 
Articles of Interest: NONE (Now 
dead) 


"ISTUG" - Indiana Sinclair/Timex 
Users Group. (5-6/89, 11/91 to 4/92) 
Description: Covers all Sinclair 
computers. 

Articles of Interest: NONE 


"SMUG Bytes" - Sinclair Milwaukee 
Users Group. (7/90, 11/90, 1/92, 
2/92) 

Description: Covers al! Sinclair 
computers. 

Articles of Interest: -NONE 


"SincLink" - Sinclair Information 
Exchange. (11/90, 12/90, 1/92-6/92) 
Description: Covers all Sinclair 


NTC 110 vet 0 


computers. 

Arlicles of Interest: NONE, but 
the 1/92-6/92 issues arrived too 
late for review in this article. 


"Sincus News" - Sinclair Computer 
Users Society. (5-6/90) 

Description: TS1000/TS2068 pub- 
lication 

Articles of Interest: NONE 


"TimelineZ" (4/90 to 6/90) 

Description: Covers all Sinclair 

computers. 

Articles of Interest: 

Issue  5-6/90: Program caled 
"Lister" which formats text files 
to the printer for nicer look. 
Another program called "Hash 
Table" which experiments with 
hash tables. 


Capital District Timex/Sinclair Com- 
puter Club. (Albany NY) (8/90, 9/90) 
Description: TS1000/TS2068 pub- 
lication 

Articles of Interest: NONE 


"The Data Bus" - Dayton Місго- 
computer Association. (8/91) 
Description: Non-Sinclair specific 
newsletter 

Articles of Interest: NONE 


BLACK BOX NOTES II 
by Peter Hale 


We recently saw an advert for an 
all black computer (MicroTech 
Computer) that advertises "State of 
the Art Computer Systems That Give 
You The Ultimate In Quality and 
Performance". A QL clone? No, 
just a PC, but we all know that 
black is beautiful. | 


MEETING MINUTES 
by Peter Hale 


The September meeting was held in 
Sherm & Fran Waterman's ‘garage at 
Yarmouth Port on Cape Cod. 


The meeting was called to order by 
Peter Hale who had watched the 
legislature in action on Channel 44. 
Within ten minutes a new slate of 
officers was elected (see page 1.) 


Will Horton, program director, 
proposed a series of activities for 
the coming year. 


A primary objective will! be to 
explore the contents of the 
IFE library in a systematic мау. 
Each member wil take a disk for 
review, report on the contents of 
the disk, and demonstrate at least 
one program at the following 
meeting. We began with the CGH 
offerings, since C is the first letter 
of the alphabet in the IFE codes. 


Wil also proposed that the group 
attempt а collaborative effort at 
top-down program development wi: 
himself leading the design. There 
was zome discussion that such a 
project might be beyond the skills 
of all but a few members. 


Ernie Wider, our new Director, 
assumed responsibility for collecting 
the latest QL  software/hardware 
catalogues from around the world. 


Of particular interest is the new 
spreadsheet (Q-Spread) and other 
pointer-environment software and 
hardware. 


Gary Norton offered to show Printer 
Master, a universal driver program, 
in November. 


Al Boehm proposed that we take a 
field trip to England next year. 
High on the list of ways of cutting 
costs was to contact other QLers for 
invitations. Peter Hale insisted that 
any such trip should guarantee and 
audience with Sir Clive, but the 
consensus was to meet Princess Di 
and the Qucen. 
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Wil Horton demonstrated QTop the 
new front end from  Cowo in 
Switzerland. Although advertised as 
pointer environment compatible, it is 
so only to the degree that it uses 
cursors or a mouse іо choose 
options. Relatively expensive at 
£35.00, it offers only a few, rarely 
needed features пої found іп 
cheaper titles like Files2. Will did 
not recommend it. 


Peter Hale demonstrated the benefits 
of running Archive programs from 
ram disk to improve speed and Eric 
Norton (son of Gary) showed several 
Star Trek games with amazing dex- 
terity and an ability at public 
speaking rarely found in adults. 


BACKUPS QL COPIES 
by Hugh Howie 


How often hàve I wished that my 
BACKUP disk was EXACTLY the same 
as the ORICINAL disk! Апа would 
perform in EXACTLY the same мау! 


Well now I have that, the backup is 
EXACTLY the same as the original, 
even down to the date ала 
everything else. When I take a 
WSTAT of my backup disk, I see 
that it bears the same date as the 
original. 


This program which I have just 
acquired is really a very useful tool 
to have in your library. It will 
operate in a multidisk setup, such 
as on a four disk stack! Between 
disks of the same type. 40 to 40 or 
80 to 80 track. Only those 
configurations are permitted. 


You can pop out and into the 
program by CTRL + C, so it is 
always available when required. 
When it first starts up, you are 
asked which is to be the Disk of 
ORIGIN then the TARGET 
(DESTINATION) disk. Toggle your 
selections with the first letter of 
option selected. 


You are asked if you wish to 
FORMAT the Target disk and 
whether you wish to see what track 
the copier is copying. It even asks 

Cont. next page 
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BACKUPS QL COPIES Cont from p. 5 


if you wish to make another copy. 


It is a very FAST copier. I only 
use it on my Trump Card unit, and 
instead of switching disks as it 
copies, DISCOPY loads the complete 
disk into memory; and then 
transfers the memory to the 
TARGET disk in one fluid motion. 


The only discordant factor I can 
find is that it requires both the 
original disk and target disk to be 
of the same type. This program will 
NOT copy from a 40 track to an 80 
track. 1% wil NOT copy from DD to 
HD to DD. Nor so far as I know, 
wil it copy ED disks. But it WILL 
copy from 5.25" to 3.5" to 5.25" if 
both disks are of the same track 
and capacity. 


Those discords are not too 
important as most folks who have 
two disk drives, usually have them 
of the same type. It's only idiots 
like me that has DD and HD and 40t 
and 80t and 5.25" and 3.5" all mixed 
up in various configurations. 


It is peculiar to see a disk with a 
date in 1961 being copied over and 
the copy still bears the 1961 date. 


You can learn to use this program 
in five minutes! 


As I said, DISCOPY wil! copy your 
disk over, EXACTLY the same as the 
original disk. And I mean that, 
EXACTLY. 


Read your own interpretation into 
that last remark. Then write to 
EMSoft, P.O. Box 8763, Boston MA 
02114-0037. Don't forget to send 
some cash. Like $14.95 US funds. 
That's all it costs. 


[AND it will even copy MS-DOS and 
ATARI-TOS disks EXACTLY, right 
down to the ones that require 
expensive software to defeat copy 
protection. The name DISCOPY is 
borrowed from the MS-DOS command. 


It copies bytes sequentially into 
available ram, then writes to the 
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target disk. If backing up to u 
target disk in the same drive, 
DISCOPY prompts to swap disks - 
just like in MS-DOS. Ed] 


IFE DISK REVIEW 
Coos 
by Gary Norton 


When I first began reviewing IFE 
disk C005, I thought there wasn't 
much that I'd be interested in. The 
directory was filled with what 
appeared to be fractal/Mandlebroi 
programs. 


These are great if you're heavy inte 
mathematics or enjoy pretty pic 


tures, but otherwise after seeing . 


one you've seen them all. 

At the end was a series of files for 
the program QL WAR and if you are 
into such games, this is grand. 


QL War is a simulation game brv 


J. K. Miller. Competition is 
against the computer сг 
player. Two players г‹:, 


worked QLs so naturally , 
Toolkit II. 


Minimum requirements are TKI], a 


color monitor or TV and at least 


384K RAM. Only 256K each is needed | 


if networking with two computers. 


- It will run from microcartridges. 


The supplied boot initializes and 
configures: the setup, then writes a 
custom boot for your needs. 


On bootup the screen prompts for . 


the game parameters: a new game or 
a continuation of an old game, the 
size and shape (round or flat) of 
the map, whether unexplored arcas 
re visible or not, the number of 
fleets (yours and the enemies), th. 
storage device, whether the 
opponent is another person or the 
QL, and any news updates that you 
want reported. 

There is а delay while the program 
creates the map and sels up thc 


fleets, then the map has water, lanc. 


island, cities and your 
Enemy ships are invisible 
Cont p. | 


masses, 
ships. 
until you get near one. 
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C005 Cont form p. 6 


Play consists of moving a 
highlighted ship. Your fleet has 
many types of ships: troop ships, 
aircraft carriers, transports, etc. 
The object naturally is to destroy 
or capture the enemy while 
remaining a viable force. Points are 
accumulated for kills and for the 
number of days you survive. 


The game is long and may take 
several sittings, particularly if you 
select a large map. Screen handling 
is slow without a Gold Card. 


A day of battle consists of having 
moved all your forces. At the end 
of the day the screen gives a 
status report of your forces, the 
days of the operation and the cities 
that have been captured. You can 
also see the enemy's status. 


The game is first rate and the 
layout is superb. While slow 
getting started, the game picks up 
as land and air forces are deployed. 
It can get quite addictive and a 
session of several hours is not 
uncommon. 


By it's nature it invites comparison 
to WAR IN THE EAST (by Mark 
Stuber of Sharp's). Although less 
ambitious than EAST, QL WAR lets 
the player command all types of 
forces, not just land forces, and to 
deploy resources where they are 
needed most. If you enjoy EAST, 
you will want to add this game to 
your library; if not, you may 
become intrigued with war 
simulation games and develop a new 
interest with your QL. 


As for the rest of the disk, if 
someone wil] just write an article to 
explain why there are so many 
fractal programs out there.... 


WHAT IS AN EDITOR? 
by Hugh Howie 

Reading many magazines and papers 

I often wonder what is expected of 

an Editor. 


The Editor gets blamed if the 
publication is not out on time. 
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The Editor gets blamed if he chops 
and changes the material he is 
presented wilh. 


The Editor has to know what the 
reader wants, and also to give it to 
the reader. (I ain't goin’ to change 
that line! HH) 


The Editor is supposed to correct 
the writer's errors which the writer 
should have done for himself. 


If the Editor should make a change 
in the wording of a text, he is 
accused of altering the tone and 
intent of the author and of spoiling 
the character the author was trying 
to portray. 


An Editor is not allowed to state his 
views too strongiy except when the 
reader agrees with those views and 
then the Editor can ramble on as 
long as he/she/it wants. 


Àn Editor is supposed to keep the 
quality of content and amount of 
content up to a certain standard, 
often with little to work with. 


I have one suggestion if you do not 
like what the Editor is publishing, 
anc ‘that is to write and tell the 
Editor. 


Oh: I almost forgot, the Editor can 
only publish that which is sent in 
to the Editor and if nothing is sent 
in, then someone has to fill up a lot 
of empty spaces... that's another 
of the Editor's jobs... filing in the 


spaces when no else has sent in 


anything to fil the spaces with.... 
Please, Mr. Editor, this is my little 
contribution for this month! (I ain't 
goin' to change that either! HH) 


AN EDITOR'S REPLY 


Thank you, Hugh, for saying with 
humor what must be оп every 
Editor's mind as the newsletter is 
put together. 


There is Little to add in the real 
world except to say that anyone 
who complains too loud gets a 
chance to edit themself! 
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SOME QL STUFF 


by Hugh Howie 


text8B7plus4 as a 
LISTING EDITOR 

I had a program in which I wished 
to change a number of variables, 
many of them repeated in different 
parts of the program, such as 
changing STATES to PROVINCES, and 
ZIP CODE to POST CODE, etc., and I 
got tired of going back and forth 
through the listing. I decided 
there just had to be an easier way 
to do the job. 


I loaded text87plus4 into the black 
box of tricks known as a QL, then 
IMPORTED the listing as an ASCII 
file. I was then able to use the 
SEARCH/REPLACE function of plus4 
to change most of the strings very 
quickly. 


I then EXPORTED the listing as an 
ASCII file (using the original title if 
desired.) Loaded as normal. And 
the edited version was good! 


An ARCHIVE , prg file can be edited 
the same way, and save a lot of 
time. Instead of going through a 
file line by line, probably missing 
something on the way, you start at 
the beginning, select the string to 
change, and do all occurrences of 
that string at the same time. Try it 
for other items to be edited. 


TASKMASTER / ARCHIVE DIRECTORY 
Have you ever got tired of watching 
the files stream past when you 
asked for a DIRECTORY? I have, 
and I thought I might share this 
solution with you. 


This is only good if you are in a 
multi-tasking environment with 
ARCHIVE/QUILL/ABACUS loaded. 


You see, the PSION programs, when 
asked for a directory, will print 
that directory in FOUR columns 
across the screen, and wait for 
your command tc scroll to the next 
page of the directory. 


So instead of looking at 20 items in 
a column, you can stare at more 
than 70 spread out in columns 
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across the screen. 


Quite a lot easier than the опе 
column. 


text87plus4 24 PIN DRAFT DRIVER 
When version 3 of plus4 came out, a 
new PRINTER DRIVER was also 
introduced in the 2188 disk. 


This driver can be loaded in as and 
when required, and with only a 
minor adjustment in the text type to 
suit your document, you can have 2 
really FAST, DRAFT COPY of the 
document, without the normal period 


of waiting for the NLQ version. 


А real timesaver! 
=== MORE SOME OTHER TIME === 


Plus4 version 3—OK 
by Hugh Howie 


I have been using plus4 for some 
time now from version 1 through 
version 2. Then [ learned there was 
a version 3 available. On reading 
the blurb that came with it. my 
first reaction was "who needs this". 


After a week or so of thought, 
version 3 was in my mail box! 


First thing to note was that there 
were a few pages to update the 
manual, this included а glossary/ 
index. Very useful. 


Малу more things to be configured 
and saved ready for use. the next 
time the program is loaded. 


Many more functions are streamlined 
to two keys, such as the marking of 
a block in the text. This used to 
be done with moving the cursor to 
start of text to be marked, 
<F3><Block><Enter> scroll to destin- 
ation <Enter>. This has now been 
changed to placing cursor at one 
end of block to be marked, CTRL & 
B then you can GOTO either Тор, 
Bottom, Line or Page as a destin- 
ation <Enter> and the block is 
marked! Fast! 


NOTE: CTRL & B in older versions 


was the invisible hyphen, but to 
accommodate the above DLOCK 
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command, the invisible hyphen is 
now CTRL & N. 


CTRL & A will change the case of 
the character under the cursor. 
Easy! 


Configurable options that can be 
saved as defaults now include a 
document default typeface, a 
document default layout, a document 
default ruler. 


Line numbers may now be shown 
from the top of the page or top of 
the document. This can be very 
handy when typing a long docu- 
ment, to show you exactly where 
you might be on any given page. 
<F2><Options><Numbers> to select. 


Toggle the prompts (Menu) from 
Top to Bottom or even OFF. of 
course the menu does show when 
the program thinks you might need 
a prompt. Certainly cleans up the 
screen appearance, but I also miss 
the prompts. I guess it is very 
much a matter of preference. 


It used to be that to redraw the 
window you did K(XFPF2»4Zoor?4ESC?; 
now this is changed to SHIFT & F2 
and the operation is much faster. 


I have not timed the extra speed 
with version 3 but it is purported 
to be considerably faster when 
scrolling or formatting long texts. 


Easier sclection of typefaces. Now 
when you press ‘F4>“Typeface> you 
will be presented with a iist of all 
the typefaces in use in the current 
document, press ^TAB? to get a List 
of all available typefaces. In both 
cascs move the square over the 
desired typeface and press ‘Enter> 
to activate. How simple! 


There are many other improvements 
to aid speed of handling. 


Is version 3 worth the few $$$ 
extra? 


You bet it is. 
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